|
ST %

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/12/21 : CIA-RDP90-00965R000100490015-5

NEW YORK TIMES
27 August 1985

ARTICLE APPEAR
O pace AL

PARIS CLEARS AIDES | '

l

By RICHARD BERNSTEIN
Special to The New York Times

PARIS, Aug. 26 — A special French
Government investigator has coo-
claded that the Cabinet bears no re-/
sponsibility for the sinking of a ship be-
longing to Greenpeace, the antinuclear
and environmentalist group.

The vessel, the Rainbow Warrior,
was sunk by explostves July 10 whilel
berthed in Auckiand, New Zealand,
killing a Greenpeace photographer.
The vessel had been scheduled to lead a;
fiotilla of protest ships to the French,

area at Mururaa Atoll,
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pear Tahitl.

The investigator’s report, made pub-
lic today, says all six French citizens
held or sought by the New Zealand po-
lice in the attack were intelligence
-agents and had been in New Zealand to
gather information about Greenpeace
plans.

But the investigator, Bernard Tricot,
said he believed that the six, including
two awaiting trial in New Zealand on
charges of murder and arson, had
played no role in the sinking.

‘I would say, given the present state

of the information I have, that I donot '

believe in any official French responsi-
bility,” Mr. Tricot said. “All that I
have seen and heard gives the certitude
that at the Government level, no deci-

sion was taken to damage the Rainbow

Warrior.”

The phrase ‘‘Government level’’ was
taken to refer to the ministerial level of
the Cabinet headed by Prime Minister
Laurent Fabius. It was Mr. Fabius who
had asked Mr. Tricot on Aug. 8 to carry
out an investigation after President,
Francois Mitterrand called for a
“rigorous inquiry without delay.”

e report, in the form of a letter ad-
dressed to Mr. Fabius, adds yet an-
other twist to the incident, which has
dominated attention in France since al-
legations were made several weeks ago
that French agents had been involved
in the sinking. A motive would have
been to prevent Greenpeace interfer-

_ ence in French nuclear testing.
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. y qualifying his
réport by saying that all the informa-
was not available to him, con-
that the six agents had merely
fdllowed instructions to collect infor-
tion about Greenpeace and eventu-
to find further ways of infiltrating
the organization.

- French Opposition Is Skeptical
“The report was promptly attacked by
the French opposition as incomplete or

unconvincing. ‘

Jean-Claude Gaudin, president of the
Union for French Democracy, a right-
ist party, said of Mr. Tricot, ‘‘Because
he did not have the real means of carry-
ing out an investigation, his report does
not answer the questions the French
people are asking.”

The report traces the history of
French concern with Greenpeace’s ac-
tivities, particularly the search for in-

:fdrmation regarding a plan calling for
. the Rainbow Warrior to launch several
¢ small boats that would have attempted
. to land near the nuclear testing R

Mr. Tricot said the dispatch of the six

. agents to New Zealand to gather the in-

» formation had been approved by De-
fense Minister Charles Hernu and by
Gen. Jean Saulnier, chief military aide
to President Mitterrand.

The New Zealand police have said
that they have evidence and witnesses
showing that the two agents going by
the name Turenge participated in the
sinking of the ship.

*  Mr. Tricot, in dealing with a portion
of the evidence made public in New
Zealand, said that while the evidence is

‘not negligible, it does not constitute:

proot of guilt.

ors.
- “'It seems unlikely that the Turenges
participated either directly or indi-
.rectly in installing mines under the huil
of the Rainbow Warrior,” the report

;‘agommdnmhavebeena“m

able’’ choice to out the attack.

“m:‘: atggldon. Mr. Thr:%ot said, the fact
R Turenges openly visited
‘the harbor of Auckland befori the at-
tack, as reported by the New Zealand
gllce, made their participation in the
bombing unlikely since agents prepar-
ing such an operation would normally
have taken pains to remain unob-

served.
contends that skilled

' The report

.agents would not have left behind such
«onspicuous evidence as divers’ oxy-
gen tanks with French markings. It
argues that the apparent clumsiness
suggested that the operation could
‘have been carried out by the agents of
another country in such a way as to im-
plicate France.
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